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u I PARIS, Sept 27. General Franchet d'Esperey, commanding the Allied armies in Macedonia, ks telegraphed to the French government that a high Bulgarian officer IM j has presented himself in behalf of General Torodow, commanding the Bulgarian army, asking the suspension of arms for 24 hours to permit the arrival of two authorized j IM j delegates from the Bulgarian government. The minister of finance, Liaptcheff, and General Loukoff, commanding the Bulgarian Second army, are on their way to the J I
3 French headquarters with the assent of King Ferdinand to arrange the conditions of the armistice and eventually the terms of peace. I

I
Germans Stagger Under Smashes j

of Allies on Two Wide Fjrontsj

LONDON, Sept. 27. The British forces on the Mace-j- j.

donian front have captured the Bulgarian city of Strumnitza. j

i PARIS, Thursday, Sept.' 26 (Macedonia) .The Allied
troops in Macedonia have captured more than 1 0,000 prison-
ers,I says a statement from the French war office tonight, i

More than 200 guns also have been taken.

: LONDON, Sept. 27, 5 p. m., by The Associated Press. j

J Serbian troops were reported this afternoon to have captured
Kochana, about 1 4 miles from the Bulgarian border opposite
Kustendil.

J PARIS, Sept. 27, 1.1 1 :30 a. m. Reports at this hour
$ from the battle front in the Champagne between .thcSuippe

and Meuse Vivers indicate that the attack of the French and j

I American forces is progressing under the most favorable con- - j

LONDON, Sept. 21. The number of Germans taken
t prisoner by the French and Americans in their drive in thej
I Champagne and to the east has reached 16,000, according!

to a Paris dispatch to the Exchange Telegraph company.

LONDON, Sept. 27. In the successful continuance of
; their northward drive, theerbians have entered Ishtib and!

captured other important points, says the Serbian official
statement of Thursday.

j

A great number of additional Bulgarians and Germans,
J, have been captured by the Serbians who also have taken enor-- 1

I mous quantities of war materials. j

The Serbians are now west of the Ishtib-Vele- s road and
have captured the heights of Bogoslovets, south of the road.

i North of Demirkapu in the direction of the Bulgarian border
the Serbs have captured the ridge of Beli Kamen. ,

; Serbian cavalry has entered Kochana, twenty miles
j northeast of Ishtib and fourteen miles from the Bulgarian
? border southwest of the important rail head of Kustendil. j

The Serbian official statement announces that Serbian;i J cavalry have reached the point fifty-fiv-e miles as a crow flies
; north of the line from which the offensive was started.

' BRITISH HEADQUARTERS0 IN FRANCE, Sept. 27,
Reuter's. Field Marshal Haig's forces at dawn this morning
delivered an attack over a wide front. A heavy rain falling
during the early hours made the work of approach more dif--:
ficult but some time before zero all the troops were in position,

i the rain had ceased and had been replaced by a thick hazel
which assisted in bewildering the enemy as to the extent and
width of our movement.

About nine German divisions (122,000 men) are under- -

stood to be opposing Haig's men. So far the battle seems to
I be going well for the British. j

'j By 9:30 o'clock this morning the British appeared to
have crossed the Canal du Nord defenses on a front of more

rj than three miles and to have advanced to a maximum depth
j! of approximately a mile and a quarter.
I As early as 8:25 o'clock one or more of the British tanks
I were reported by an airplane message to have been seen near

Flesquieres. Shortly before that the reports were that some of
i the British were approaching Bourlon spur.

3 (By The Assoclnlcd Press)
Under Allied smashes on two wide

I fronts between Arras and Verdun the
German defensive system baBcd on the

A fortress of Laon Is being shaken sc- -

j Marshal Foch, while continuing the
j successful Franco-America- n thrust

' from east of Rheims to Vnrdun, has
4 hurled the British against the German

IJ ft lines north of Cambral on a front south
I ij of the Sensee river.
I Allied successes in Macedonia have
I ;j resulted in the offer of an armistice
I j . from the Bulgarian premier to the Al- -

I jjf I'ed generalissimo in Macedonia. The
I J Allied commander has refused to stop
I 3 fighting but said he. would receive ac- -
I J credited Bulgarian delegates. Mean- -

I While the Allied forces are pressing
l on and pushing further apart the dl- -

I ylded German-Mylpana- n armies.

j

r
From the nov line reached Thurs-

day night, the American forces be-

tween the Argonne and the Meuse
continue to press northward through
the hilly wooded country northwest of
Verdun. The Allies are well beyond
the original German lines and hold
important observation points along the
front. A light rain fell today on the
American sector and the weather was
unfavorable for observation.

West of the Argonne to the Suippo
the French have advanced more than
three and one-ha- lf mileG and aken
and passed beyond formidable German
defensive points, Including the famous
Navarin farm, the Butte du Tahurc
and the Butte du Mesnil. General 's

men took more than 7000 pris-
oners who with the 5,000 taken by the
Americans brings the Allied total for
the first day of the attack to 12,000.

In the Argonne forest the Allies ap- -

parently afc making little effort to
move northvard. The Allies command
seemingly believes that the forest will
be cleared automatically as the Amer-
icans and French progress on either
side.

Already the Germans facing the
French In the forest have been out-
flanked on the east.

The new British attack launched this
morning is north of the operations
looking to the encirclement of St.
Quentin and threatens the German de-
fenses north and west of Cambral.
South of the Sensee river the British
are well within the Hindenburg line'
and on ground untouched previously
by heavy fighting. West of Cambral
they are just west of the German line
and the new operation probably is
planned to outflank the Hindenburg
position from 'Cambrai to St. Quentin.
The Franco-America- n thrust further
south Is aimed against the communi-
cations behind this front.

Serbian troops at the apex of the
advancing Allied salient in Macedonia
have advanced more than 55 miles
from their original positions. The im-
portant base of Ishtib has been oc-

cupied and the Serbs are fighting for
Veles. Northeast of Ishtib Serbian
cavalry is ipressing rapidly toward the
Bulgarian border.

East of the Vardar and north of Dol-ra- n

the Allies are crossing rapidly the
hitherto supposedly impassable moun-
tain heights. The Serbs have got well
over the Gradets range and the French
and Greeks are on the heights of Bela-chltz- a

range. British troops are
marching on Strumltsa, the Bulgarian
base In this region. Progress also is
being maintained we3t of the Vardar
and near Monastlr while the- enemy
troops on the wings, especially in

are rapidly getting Into, a dan-
gerous position.

British Attack on Wide Front.
LONDON, SepL 27. British troops

attacked on a wide front south of the
Sensee river this morning, according
to a report received here from Field
Marshal Haig.

First reports Indicato that satisfac-
tory progress is being made.

Tho British linos were advanced
slightly north of the Sensee in a local
operation during last night and there
were successful local attacks in Flund-- 1

ers.
Tho text of tho field marshal's re-

port follows:
"At 5:20 o'clock this morning our

troops attacked over a wldo front
south of the Sensee river. First re-
ports indicate that satisfactory pro-
gress is being made.

"During tho night successful local
operations were carried out in the
neighborhood of Arleux, northwest of
La Bnssee and southwest of Fleur-bai-

Our line was advanced in these
localities and prisouers captured."

Serbs Enter Ishtib
LONDON, Sept. 27 The Serbian of-

ficial export says:
"Our troops yesterday (Wednes-

day) captured tho very important Bell
Kamen, north of Demirkapu. On the
same day we entered Ishtib. We have
taken Bogoslovets hill. This morning
(Thursday) our cavalry pursuing the
enemy, entered Kochana

"Our present line runs west of the
Ishtib-Vele- s road. Fighting is in pro-
gress before Veles.

"A great number of additional Bul-
garian and German prisoners and
enormous quantities of war mnterlal
havo fallen Into our hands."

LONDON, Sept. 27 The Serbians
report that "all the roads aro crowd-
ed with wagons and war material and
several trains havo been abandoned by
tho Bulgarians.

"Our cavalry has reached a point 120
kilometers (55 miles) as the crow flies
north from the line where our of fen-si- o

started."

German War Report.
BERLIN, Sept. 27. Via London.

German forces on the front on both
sides of the Argonne retired to their
lines of defense before tho Franco-America- n

alttack Thursday, according

to tho official statement from Gorman
general headquarters today.

It is declared that the "great
Franco-America- n attempt to break
through." failed on the first day of the
battlo owing to the tenacity of the
German troops. It is added that fresh
battles are Imminent.

LONDON, Sept. 27. Lieutcnant-Genora- l
von Stein, tho Prussian war

minister, Is reported to have resigned,
according to advices to the Exchange
Telegraph company from Coponhagcn.

PARIS, Sept. 27 Gabrlelo d'An-- j
nunzio. the Italian author-aviato- r, ar-

rived in Paris this morning in an air-- 1

plane, flying from Italy across . the
Alps.

oo

SPEEDY ATTACK OF
AMERICANS DRIVES

GERMANS OFF FEET
Pennsylvania, Kansas and Missouri Troops Set Example of

Intrepidity Which Is Kept Up by Other Units
Aviators Do Great Work.

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY ON
THE VERDUN FRONT, Thursday.
Sept. 26. 10 p. ni.. (By the the

Press) The American troops
took the Germans somewhat by sur-
prise by the speed of their attack to-
day and, without giving the enemy
time to recuperate, they pushed him
steadily northward. This evening the
Americans, between the Argonne and
the Meuse, had reached Malancourt.
Montf.iucon, Cuisy, Dannevoux and
other towns along that line.

The example of intrepidity set by
thej Pennsylvania, Kansas and Mis-
souri troops was followed by the men
in the other American units. v

The opposition met with at Mont-fauco- n

and Dannevoux and other
points indicated that the German re-
sistance was becoming stronger and
it was apparent the enemy had had..
tl;ueto pla.ee in position some oC

withdrawn earlier "In the day.!
Late in the afternoon the German aer-- !
ial activity increased indicating a de-
termination to check what had devel-
oped presumably into a sweeping ad-
vance.

The woric or the tanks which were
manned by French and Americans,
brought praise from the staff officers.
The machines, however, were unable
to display their abilties to the fullest
extent because of the boggy condition
of the terrain. The ground had been
softened by rains and as the country
naturally is swampy, the terrain was
found to be too soft in many places.
Many tanks became stalled but they
were not damaged as the infantry hail
driven the enemy northward.

Air Pilots Spectacular Work
A most spectacular feature of the

operation was the work of the aerial
units. The aerial observers were
able to accomplish little until the af-
ternoon, but before the echoes of the
opening barrage had died away the
pursuit airplanes were over the Ger-
man lines.

The clouds made It appear improb-
able thai there would be 'any great
display by the aviator and the fog
seemed to hide the enemy, but fly-
ing at a height of le,ss than 700 yards
the airmen swept down on the Ger-
man troops in the lino and on the
roads. f

Wagon trains were attacked and
dead horses and" debris blocked the
path of those who shortly afterward
sought avenues of retreat.

As the skies cleared the observers
appeared with their fighting escorts
and aided materially in correcting the
aim of the artillery which Jiad never
ceased its vigorous harassing fire. Gas
shells vore used plentifully by the
Americans in only a few instances but
when they were used the work was
done effectively.

Heavy Gas Attack
One of the places subjected to a

heavy gas attack was Vauquois. That
historic place was known to be well
fortified. There was reason to be-
lieve that the Germans might utilize
the forty miles of subterranean pas-sage-

In the neighborhood. It was
.flooded w.Uh. ca clouds .and then

by artillery fire. Gas also
was used against certain woods around
which the Americans afterward
marched, instead of going directly
through them.

Tanks Escaipe Traps
Information obtained only the day

before the attack enabled the officers
of the tank detachments to escape
the traps constructed at several pla-
ces and also the batteries of anti-
tank guns.

By every division
headquarters began to look like a pri-
son camp. Groups of German pris-
oners from n half dozen to 100 ap-
peared at the headquarters at Inter-
vals, After being lined up and ques-
tioned, they were sent on to the de-
tention camps in tho rear. For the
most part tho captured men were
cheerful, some apparently were jov-fu- l

Many of the men were taken in com-
bat but tho greater part of them had
been forced to take over under the
smothering barrago and had been left
behind by their retreating- - compan-
ions. With them It was a case of up-
raised hands. Several officers were
captured but in this battle, as in pre-
vious engagements, the officers were
well in the rear when the retirement
began.

Every objective was made according

Continued on Page 4
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Carry Formidable Posi-

tions in Brilliant Cham-

pagne Advance.

PARIS, Sept. 27 Successful dcvel-'opme-

of the French offensive begun
yesterday In the Champagne is re-- l

iported today by the war office.
j Over the entire field of attack by
j the French between the river Suippc
and the Argonne forest, the formid-- 1

able German positions to a depth of
more than three miles were brilliant-
ly carried.

The text of the statement reads:
"The attack by French troops in the

Champagne developed yesterday withj
success. From the Suippe to the" Ar- -

gonnc, the first Germnn positions, aj
jTonnidablc ..network of, trenches ,and
wire entanglements of a depth of more
than five kilometers which the ene-
my had not ceased to strengthen since
1915 were brilliantly carried by the
French troops on a front of over 21
miles.

"The French have captured the
Butte du Mesnil, the Butte du SouainM
ihe Butte du Tahure and the villages!
of Tahure, Ripont, Rouvroy, Cernay- -'

and Serv6n-Melzicour- t.

More than 7,000 prisoners were tak-
en by tho French.

"At certain points the French, pass-
ed beyond the line.

"The Navarin farm, the Butte du
Souain. the Butte du Mont Muret, the
Butte du Tahure. the Butte du Mosnil,
tho villages of Tahure, Rlpone, Rouv-
roy, Camay-en-Dormo- and Servon-Melzincou- rt

with organized points of
support and stubbornly defended by
tho enemy were conquered in hard
fighting on the first day of the battle.
The number of prisoners thus far
counted is more than 7.000, of whom
200 or officers.

"In the course of the night the ene-
my attempted no reaction.

"The attack was resumed this mor-

ning and despite bad weather it is
being continued under satisfactory
conditions."

After saving up monoy for a rainy
dav many a man blows it in the same
night.

Christmas Packages

Must Be in,N. Y.

Before November 15

WASHINGTON, Sept 2C Christmas
packages for men serving on 'naval
vessels abroad must reach New York
not later than November 15, Secre-
tary Daniels announced today.

Packages sent by parcel post must
be enclosed in substantial boxes with
hinged or screw lop covers, to facili-
tate opening and inspecting.

Boxes sent by express are limited
to twenty pounds, should be not more
than two cubic feet in volume, be of
wood well strapped and havo hinged
or screw tops.

No perishable food product other
than those In cans or glass jars should
be packed.

All packages must be marked with
the name and address of the sender
with a notation "V'Chrlstmas box" and
must bo forwarded' in care of the sup-
ply officer, fleet supply banc, 29th
street, and Third avenue, South Brook-
lyn, New York

BULGARIA OFFERS , " I
AN ARMISTICE TO " :

f I
THE ALLIED FORCES

Premier's Action Causes Dissatisfaction and Counter Move- -

ment Against It Has Been Set on Foot Revolution jH
Evidently in Progress in Bulgaria. j.

PARIS, Sept. 27. The French com-- '
mander-in-chle- f in Macedonia officially
reports today that the Bulgarians have
asked for a meeting to arrange the
conditions of an armistice and even-- I

tual peace.
The French commander replied, re-

fusing to suspend operations, but say-
ing he would receive duly qualified
delegates of the Bulgarian govern-
ment.

The French commander reports that
j the Bulgarian request reached him
j through an intermediary, the general
commandnig the British army in the
cast, forming a part of the allied com-- .
mand. General d'Espercy's reply there-- I
fore asked the Bulgarian delegates to
nrcsnt themselves to the British lines.

BERLIN REPORTS OFFER.
AMSTERDAM, Sept. 27. The n

premier's offer of an armis-
tice was made to the leader of the en-

tente troops operating against Bulga-
ria, according to a Berlin message re-

ceived here.

LONDON, Sept. 27. Germany in-

tends to send a solemn protest to Bu-
lgaria against Premier Malinoff's re-

quest for an armistice, according to a
Berlin report received In Amsterdam

land forwarded by the Exchange Tele-- j
graph -company.

t -
'

LONDON. Sept. 27. The British
' government today received from an
ficial authorized source an application
from Bulgaria for an armistice.

LONDON, Sept. 22 The Berlin dis-- I
patches say that the premier's act "is
a single-hande- d move without the con-- i
sent of King Ferdinand."

German newspapers demand that
Mailnoff be dismissed immediately and"
court-martiale- d for high treason.

It is believed that the premier's act
was the result of Germany's refusal
to send sufficient reinforcements to
Bulgaria. The situation in Bulgaria i3

causing extreme excitement In Ger-
many.

LONDON, Sept. 27. Premier Mall- - j

noff of Bulgaria has made an offer or
an armistice to tho allies, according to
a Berlin message transmitted by the
Exchange Telegraph correspondent at
Copenhagen. Tho message slates thatj
the premier's offer was made without
the support of other members of the
cabinet, 'or of King Ferdinand.

Tho Berlin message says that Mali-
noff's offer has created dissatisfaction
in Bulgaria and that strong military
measures have been taken to support
the Bulgarian front.

According to statements from Sofia
by way of Jassy, it is added, a counter
movement against tho action of the
premier has already been set on fooL
(Thin would seom to indicate that a
revolution is in progross In Bulgaria.)

LONDON, Sept. 27 The news of the
Bulgarian developments, including the
offer of an armistice, the Copenhagen
correspondent states, was from Ger-
man official sources.

The Berlin message to Copenhagen,
In its bare outlines, would seem to In-

dicate that the premier had taken
matters Into his own hands and at-

tempted to initiate peace for Bulgaria,
Independent of the dynasty.

A move so made might ordinarily be
considered as a revolutionary act and
possibly points to the oxecution Aof a
coup d'etat in Sofia.

The indications In the news from
Bulgaria recently havo been that tho
country was In a somewhat disorga-
nized state with widespread discon-
tent manifest over the prolongation of
tho war. There can be no doubt that
the successful offensive now in pro-
gress in Macedonia ha3 accentuated
this tendency.

Premier Friendly to Entente.
It is known that M. Malinoff, who

took the premiership in Juno last, was
friendly to the Entente in tho earlier
stages of the. Avar before Bulgaria's
entrancp, and there have not boon
wanting' predictions that he might
seek to use his influence toward extri-
cating Bulgaria from tho unonviable
position which she would occupy in the
event of a German defeat, which
doubtless appears to him impending.

King" Ferdinand himself has not
been above the suspicion of entertain-
ing a like desire, although nominally
he has been loyal to his Teutonic al-

lies in act and utterance
News From German Source.

It will be noted that tho news of tho
Bulgarian act comes from German
sources and, whllo its accuracy as to
the main fact of the offering of the
armistice cannot bo doubted, It may be
questioned if it reflected accuratoly the
state of affairs in Bulgaria, which ac-
companied and followed tho offering.
Tho fact that counter-measures-hav- e

been found necessary indicate that tho
premier is supported by internal fore- - j

es, the participation of which makes it jJseem that a revolutionary movement
is in progress.

At any rate the disorganized state h
of affairs at Sofia points either to tho--

success of the armistice move or to u
the weakening of the Bulgarian mor- - j
ale to such an extent as to make it
doubtful if the Bulgarians will be able' jH
to put up a really effective defense
against the threatened invasion of
their soil by the Entente armies now
sweeping the Bulgarian troops back;
in Serbia. IH

Bulgars Fleeing in Disdorer
Bulgarian forces in Macedonia seem-- to
be fleeing in disorder from the hills

east of the Vardar river. British units jH
Invading Bulgaria have reached Kos- - fl
turino, south of Strumitza. This ce

probably will cause a retirement
of the Bulgarian armies along tho line
which passes through the lowlands

Lake Doiran and the sea and
bring Bulgaria face to face with an H
Invasion over a wide front.

-- Along the Vardar, the Serbians and
French have swept over Babuna pass fl
and taken Veles. while to the east they IH
are in the outskirts of Ishtib. In thia
region they threaten an invasion or.
Bulgaria from tho west. Thjay. are i
within "nine miles of Ishtib. It is

(probable, however, that an effort will IH
be made to take the city of Uskub, 28 IH
miles northwest of Veles. Uskub is
said to be the chief supply center for
the enemy armies In old Serbia.

On the western side of the battlo
area the shattered Bulgarian forces
are threatened with envelopment, lt
Is reported. fl

It is reported that the Turkish 'army,
in Palestine virtually has been de- -
stroyed. More than 42,000 prisoners
have been taken by the British whilo IH
the Arabs have swung around to the y IH
north and cut off the fleeting Turks IH
from Damascus. ; j fl

Boys Attain All and

lore Than Attempted I
in Fight. I

PARIS, Sept. 27 American troops .1

In their attack northwest of Verdun
appear to have attained all and more'
thnn all thoy attempted.

The Americans were confronted b.v fM
the German Fifth army. This force has?'
been diluted which explains the rela-tivel- y

small number of prisoners tak- -

The American advanco over mostt,
difficult ground amidst woods Is look-- 1 f
cd upon here as a fine feat of arms.
Moutfaucon, whose heavy silhouette
dominates the horizon was passod by
tho Americans and now Is well withlrv
the newly conquered ground.

The Argonno forest Itself is "dead
ground" between the two attacking
forces but the capture by tho Ameri j vM
cans of Montblalnvillo (on the cas- -
tern outskirts of the forest) bottles '
up the Germans holding the position??
in front of Four de Paris. Germans I

there nov, havo tho French in front at I

them and the Americans at their 1,
backs. )

The Germans, It Is believed hero.
havo only one division in the Argonne. y IHThis force now has no other means
of retreat but over tho rough roads
leading northward through the woods.

"By taking Varennes and Montfnu- -
con with a series of positions that
Genoral von Gallwitz considered so ,
impregnable that he could not have
taken propyl precautions," says Mar-- v

col Huttin In the Echo flo Paris, "th
Americans have taken a magnificent
new edition of their victory in tho SU
MlhlcL" JM


